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PUTNAM COUNTY 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
245 E. Main Street, Ottawa , Ohio 45875 

Phone (419) 523-3152 

Ottoville, Oh. 45876 

Dear Mr. Hohlbein: 

January 17, 1·3·:n 

Please find enclosed a copy of the resolution authorizing 
the formation of the Putnam County Emergency Management Agency 
and a copy of the contract between the Commissioners and each 
village or township, for Emergency Management. ORC 5915 
requires each political subdivision to either have an Emergency 
Management Agency or contract for Emergency Management services. 
The past County-wide Agreement was found to be in violation of 
ORC 5915 by the Ohio Emergenc~ Management Agency because of the 
inclusion of phrasing from two different manner s of forming the 
Putnam County EMA. Because of this I am s ubmitting for your 
review the new resolution, which has been reviewed by the 
prosecutor, and will be s ubmitted to the Commissioners for their 
a ppr •::• v a 1 • You w i 1 1 not e t he r e fer enc e , i n par a gr a p h four C: 4 ) o f 
page one C:l:>, to ORC 307.15 which allows the s ubdivisions to 
contract with the Putnam County Commissioners for serv ices. 
That reference is inbodi ed in the accompanying contr act which 
needs to be approved by each village and town s h ip . 

I am also mailing each village's legal representative a copy 
of these documents to become familiar with. My goal is to have 
the resolution approved by the commissioners within the ne xt 
week, and have each village or township's contract signed before 
the end of February. 

As mayor of the village, I am asking you to review these 
documents and give your approval to enter into this contract 
with the commissioners. If you have any questions, please 
give me a call at 523-3152. 

Thank You! 

~ 
S teve n J. Odenweller 
EMS/EMA Coordinator 



COUNTY EMERGE NCY MANAGEMENT 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FORMATION OF THE PUTNAM COUNTY 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

WHEREAS, there is an existing possibi lit y of the occurrence 
of des tru•: tic•n resL1ltinc;1 from enemy attack, •:•r from natL1ral •:•r 
m.'l n --macle disaster, and it is ne•:essary t•:• insure that 
p reparations of Putnam County will be adequate to deal with such 
disasters and generally to provide for the common defense, and to 
protect the public ord~r, health, safety and general welfare, and 
t o preser v e the lives and property of the people of the County; 
and 

WHEREAS, Putnam count y and each Local Subdivision may need 
to call on County Government, other Local Subd i v isions within the 
Count y , and/or Subdivisions, Local Governm~nts, State and Federal 
resources out s ide of the local community to mitigate, prepare 
for, respond to, or recover from said emergency, disaster, enemy 
attac k or unusual occurrence; and 

WH EREAS, the coordination of civil defense activities within 
the are a of Putnam County is of paramount importance to all of 
t h e s ubdi v isions required by law ( ORC 5915) to establi s h an 
Emer genc y Management Agency therein; an d 

WHEf<:EP1S, the Cc•unty •:•f PL1tnam desires t•:• effect said 
coor d i n ation by entering into an agreement, in the manner 
p1··ov ided IJ y law (OF.:C 307. 15), with the v ariou s muni•: ipal 
1: .:. ,.... p •:1 y ~ t i .:;i n t:; C:'\ n d t 1:• w n ~; h i p s , he 'r" e i n a f t e .,.. ·r e f e ·r r e d t 1.:• \:.1 s p i:i 1 i t i •= a l 
SL.tbdivisi.:)1·1s; C:\ nd 

WHEF'.[1'.~S, Sectic•n 5';)15.U71 •:•f the ~::e: v is ed Code, a s amended, 
i s t h e l e g•l basis for the establishment of a Count y Emergency 
Ma n ageme nt Agency with the power to coordinate and unif y the 
•: i v il defense a•:tivities cof the parti•:ipants thc;:reof; anrJ 

WHEREAS,it is further declared to be the purpose of this 
Re s oluticon and the policy of the County of Putnam that all civil 
defense functions cof the County coordinated to the ma x imum e x tent 
with comparable functions of the State of Qhio and of the Federal 
Go v ernment including their various departments and agen c ies, and 
oth e r s tates and localities, and of private agen c i e s of every 
t y pe, to the end that the most effective preparation and use can 
be made of the County's manpower, resources and facilities for 
dee.II ing wit h any disaster c•r emergen •:y that may o•:•:ur; and 

WHEF~ El~S, it is hereby f•:•und and de•:lared to be ne•:c:ssary tc• 
create a county Emergency Management Agency to be known as the 
Putnam Count y Emergency Management Agency; to confer upon the 
Ex e c uti v e Committee and the Director of ~mergency Management 
Agency certain emergency powers provided herein; and to provide 
for the rendering c•f cc•c•peratic•n and mL1tual aid, if ne•:essary, tc• 
sur rounding and contiguous political s ubdi vi s ions of the S tate 
a nd Adjoining s tates; 

NOW , THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 

1. Tha~ an organizati •:•n to:o be known c:1s the f''L1tnam C•:•unty 
Eme rgenc y Man a gement be formed to perform th e s •r v ices of 
coordin a ting the civil defense activities of the Count y of Putnam 
c::1nd the political subdivisi•:•ns t tHerein, ente1· into and .:igre1: 111ent, 
in ao:•:ordance with the pr-.:.visi•:•ns hereinafter set t":· r th and that 
thi s Board enter into such an contract. 

2. The Putnam County Emergency Management Agency 



to rend e r the services of coordinating the civil defense 
act i v iti e s of each party hereto and to exercise for and on behalf 
of eac h p ar t y her e to such power and authority incident the r eto as 
i t ma y lawfull y do, consistent with State statues and such 
reg ulations as have been or shall be promulgated by the Governor 
o f the State, the provisions of this Resolution as hereinafter 
set fc•rth, and the p•:•wer •:•f the parties hereto auth•:•rized, in 
coo rdinating such civil defense activities with and within Putnam 
Co u nty. 

3 . The r e shall be established, pursuant to this contract, a 
Ad v i s ory Group for Emergency Management, composed of thirteen 
representati ves, one from each of the following: Putnam County 
Hea l t h Departme nt, Putnam County Emergency Medical Services 
Board , Tru s tee s Association, Mayors Association, Putnam County 
Fire Associ a tion, Putn a m County Sheriffs Department, American Red 
Cross , Putn a m Count y Community Improvement Corporation, the Fifth 
(5t h ) di s t r ict Representati v e of the State of Ohio, a 
repr e sen ta ti ve of one of the county newspapers or radi o s tation, 
a n d a rep resentative of the Manufacturing Communit y which is 
s ub j e c t t o ORC 3750. Also to include the Putnam County Extension 
Age n t , a nd EMA Director / Coordinator. 

The advisory Group s hall ad v i s e the Board of Commis s ion er s on 
matters pertai n i ng t o e mergenc y management. The Gr oup shall 
select its ow n Ch a irma n. Th e 13r•:•up s hall mee t at th e 0:a ll •:•f th e 
Board of Co mmi ssion ers or at the reques t of th e Em er genc y 
Ma nagement Di rector /Coor din ator . A quorum wi l l con s i s t of a 
majority of t h e Ad v i s o ry Gro u p . 

~ . Th e Bo ar d of Putnam Count y Co mmi s sioners s hall a ppoint a 
Directo r /Coo rd in at or wh o sh a ll s erve at the pl e a s ur e o f said 
Co mmi ssioners a nd who s h a ll pu rs ue a profess ion a l de v elopon e nL 
trai ning program in accordance with rules adopted und er sec tion 
5915 . 05 o f t he Ohio Re v i s ed Code. The Di r ect o r / Coor dinator 
dL1ties in c lud e with•:•ut limitati•:•n devel•:•prne nt •:•f a 1·1 E~ mergen•:y 

ope~ation s plan and shall be responsible for c oor din a ting, 
organi zi n g , administering, and operating emergency management in 
accor d a nc e with the political subdivision's program established 
Ltnd e r thi s s e•:t i•:•n, sub.je•:t t•:• the dire•:t i •:•n and •: •:•ntr•:•l •:•f the 
•: h ie f e :1; e•:L1ti v e. 

Th e comp e n sa tion of the Director/Coordinator and staff, shall be 
pai d from the Putnam County Emergency Management fund. The 
Direc t or/Coordinator shall have such additional authorit y , duties 
and respon s ibilities as are authorized by this contract or as 
may from time to time be established by the Putnam County 
C•:•mm i ss i 1: 111er s . 

5. The Director/Coordinator shall prepare and submit for review 
a n d ap prova l, a budget annually to the Putn a m County 
C•:•mmiss i •:•n e r s . The fl.Inds r•~c ei ved from whate v er· s•:•L1r·c e, or· by 
wh a t ever means, for Emergency Management by the Putnam County 
Emerg e n cy Management Ag e ncy, shall be paid to the Treasurer of 
Putnam Count y into a special fund and shall b e kn o wn as the 
Put n a m County Emergency Management Fund. 

6 . The Board of Commissioners shall have general dir e ction of 
t h e Putnam County Emergency Management Agency, and shall be 
responsible for carrying out the provisions of the contract 
thr o ugh the Direc tcr \ Coordinator. In performing duties pursuant 
to t hi s contract, the board of Commissioners is authoriz e d to 
coop erat e with other political subdivisions, with th e State cf 
Ohio , with oth e r states and the Federal Go v ernment through 
a pp r op r i a te channels, and with private agencies in all matters 
p er t a ining to emergency preparedness/civil defense 
activ iti e s of the County, State and Nation: 

7 . The Director/Coordinator shall have the authority and 
con sent of the Board of County Commissioners during time of 
"di s aster" •=•r "emergen•:y", t•:• enter int•:• •:ontracts c:1nd in°:ur 
o b l igation s necessary to alleviate the effects of such disaster 



o r e;.• mergenc y , pr•:•te•:t the 
prop e rt y and to coordinate 
v i c t i ms of said disaster. 

lives and safety of per s ons and 
the emergency assistance to the 

8 . Eac h pa r ti c ipating political subdivision that r ecei ves 
e q1.1ip me n t wil 1 •: ompensate the " Putnam Co unty Em<?rgen•:y M.::.r1agement 
Fur1cl " •:•n a mat c hing ba s is C•f 50/. fc•r eligible eqL1ipment ~rnd 1001. 
of in e ligible equipment to be used by said subdivision payable 
o n dema nd a nd in voice thereof. 

9 . Thi s contract 
mutua l a g reement of 
~;ubd i v i s i•:•n. 

may be 
the Fkoard 

amend ed or altered at any time by 
of Commissioners and the political 

Th is cont r a•:t s hall be in f1:1r•:e and effe•:t when signed by 
bot h p a rti es , and both partie~ h ave adopted a like resolution or 
pa s si ng a like ordinan c e , and shall continu& in full for c e and 
e ff~ct th ~ rea ft er unles s and until termin a ted by e i t h e 1 part y 
th .. ~ r r,; t o . H1is ·~ ·:·ntra•: t ma y be terminated ~,t an y t i1ne b y 1nutual 
a greeme n t of the parti es hereto, and may be termin a ted b y an y 
party at t h e end of a n y calendar year by action of its 
l egis l at i ve a u t horit y and s er v ice of writt e n notice th e r e of on 
tht: Bi::•:1r d or Count y Co1n111i s si •:1ners •.:•f PL1tni!:HT1 Count y , not l t~·~is than 
ninaty l90) d ays pr ior to th e end of s aid c a lendar year . 

Tl1c! rr1 c1 ~; o n~; str.\ tE'd i.n the prea mbl e) hereto:•, whi•.:h is he:• r e b y 111.:;1 d e "' 
p ar t her e o f, t hi s Resolution i s her e b y d e cl ared to b o an 
r~1 11 1 E·r ,_1l'" n•:y m e!,"JSLH'<! .:m cl ~.> h <\l l t a k i;1 ef fe i:t and be in f•: •1' •:P f,··om and 
a ft er it s passag e b y th e Commi ss ioners of Putn~m Count y , ~ nd i t s 
,1cio:opti.:•n by th e r espt-)c ti ve legi s l,01tive bodieo• '.s ·~·f thE! ma .jc0r.it y •: •f 
the other po li t ical subdi v i s i o n s . 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMI SS IONERS 

PUTNAM COUNTY, OHIO 

~~-~ 
aAA<'_,,.; 0. ~J 
~_{._~=--

Dated January 23, 1991 


