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ORDINANCE # 201-A 
Unsafe Structures 

Definition; nuisance. 
Notice; service. 
Posting of signs. 
Permits. 
Df?mc• l it i c•n. 
Reports. 
Compliance. 
Pel'1al ty. 

CROSS REFERENCES 
Removal of dangerous building; notice to owner-se e Ohio R.C. 715.25 

Cost of demolition-see Ohio R.C. 715.261 
Building Inspector- Chief of Volunteer Fire Department 

Section I DEFINIT ION ; NUISANCE. 
As used iY-1 this chapter, "ur1safe bui ldir1g 11 01ear1s all buildings c•r 

structures which are st ructurally unsafe or not provided with adequate egress 
or const itute a fire hazard or are otherwise dangerous to human life or in 
relation to existing uses constitute a hazard to health by reason of 
inadequate maintenance, dil apidation or obsolescence. All ~nsafe bu i ld ings 
are dec l are~ to be public nuisance and shall be abated by repair and 
rehabilitation or by demolition in a ccordance with this chapter . (Ord. 751. 
Passed 2·-21 ·-66.) 

Section II NOTICE; SERVICE. 
(a ) The building Inspector shall •xamine or cause to be examined 

every building structure or portion thereof reported as or believed to be an 
unsafe building. Written notice shall . be given to the owner or owners of 
record, including any purchasers under a recorded land contract and occupants 
of the building if they are not the owners. The written notice shall 
soecifically state the defects that cause the building to be unsafe and that 
the work shall commence within thirty days and shall continue until either the 
specified reoairs or improvements are completed or the building, structure or 
oortion thereof is de~olished and removed leaving the premises in a clean, 
~afe and sariitary CC•l'1dition with s 1.1ch c1:1r1ditic•'r"1

1 

being subject ti:• the appr•:•val 
of the Building Inspector. In cases of emerg~ncy which make immediate repairs 
necessary, the Bu i lding Inspector may order the changes or demolition to be 
made within a shorter per iod. The notice shall also require the buildi ng or 
portion thereof to be vacated by its occupants . 

(b) Proper service of such notice shall be by pe~sonal s ervice, 
residence service, or by registered mail; provided, however, that such notice 
shall be dee.1rned to be properly served, if a ci:1py· t~ereof i~:; sel'1t by re~1i ste.1 red 
mail to the last known address. If any of the pariies cannot be located, or 
address cannot be ascertained, notice shall be deemed to be properly served if 
a copy thereof is placed in a conspicuous place in or about the build ing or 
structure affected by this notice. If such notice is by registered mai l, the 
thirty day oeriod within which the owner is required to comply with the order 
of the Building Inspector shall begin as of the date he recieved the not ice. 
COrd. 751. Passed 2-21-55.) 



Section III POSTING SIGNS. 
The Bui l d ing I n spe ctor shall cause to be costed at each entranc e t o an 

s a fe buildil"1g a l"1oti c.e t o read: "DO NOT ENTER. UNSAFE TD OCCUPY. BUILD I NG 
• . ~SPECTOR, VILL AG E OF OTTOVILLE, OHIO'' . S1.1ch not ice shal 1 rernain pc•s tecl 
un t il the req u i r ed r e pa i rs are made or demolition is completed. No pers o n 
s ha.11 remo v e s uch n otice without permisson of the Bu ildin g Inspecto~ and no 
person sha l l e nte r the building, except for the making of the required reoa i rs 
err f or d e mo 1i ti01"1 . (Ord . 751 . Passed 2-21 -·66. ) 

Sect i cin I V PERM I TS . 
In all c ases of construction or repair pursuant to order of th e 

Building Ins pect or, perm i ts covering such work shall be obtained as required 
by this Buildi ng Co de . <Ord . 651. Passed 2-21 -·66.) 

Sect ior-1 V DEMOLI TI ON. 
If th e owner or the purchaser . under a land contract fails , neg lect s or 

refuses to comply wit h th e notice to repair, rehabilitate or demolish and 
remove such buildi n g or st ructure or portion thereof, such party, s hal l be 
s ubJ ect to the penal ty orov i sions of this Building Code and th e Bu i ld i n g 
Inspettor shall oroceed t o have the building or structure or portion thereo f 
demolished and remo ved f rom the premises; leaving the premises i n a clean~ 
safe and san itary c o nd i t ion and the cost of such work shall be paid by the 
Village . If th e Village i s not immediately reimbursed fo r such cost s, the 
amount thereof s hall b e c e rtified to the County Treasurer and levied a s a 
s pecial assessment agai n s t such property on which the building or struc t ure is 
located a nd shall be collected in the manner provided for special a s sessmen ts, 
COrd. 75 1 . Pa s sed 2 -21-66 . ) 

REP ORTS . 
Any pe rso n who d iscovers or who has reason to believe that there 

e xi sts! on the pr e mise s ! a condition which may endanger other property of l i fe 
or limb, and s uch cond i tion cannot be immediately remedied so as t o remove any 
danger therefrom , shall with i n twenty-four hours after such discovery , report 
the existence of such d a ngerous condition to the Building Inspect or ~ who shall 
t ake steps as ma y be n e c essary to protect the public welfare . If th e Bu ild i ng 
I nspector c annot be loc a ted , such report shall be made to the Clerk or t he 
assis t ant Clerk. No ~erson who discovers a building in wh i ch a dangerous 
co ndition exists and who kn o ws or should know ~~ such dangerous cond it ions 
sh a ll f a i l t o ma ke such r e port to e i ther the B~ilding Inspector , Clerk or 
~ssistan t Cl er k with i n t wenty- four hours after such knowled ge is o bt a ined or 
sho u l C::: have been obt a i ned. <Or d. 7 51. Pass e d 2 -2 1-55. ) 

Sc·2c t i qn VI I COIYJ PL I A!\ICE. 
No ~erson shall ere ct , construct , enlarge, 

remove, demol ish, convert, e quip , use or occupy or 
str ucture o r any cortion the reo f c o ntrary to or in 
<O r d . 751. Passed 2-;:::1 -·55 . ) 

alter, ' repair, move ~ 

maintain any bu il d i n g o r 
violat ion of th is c hapt er. 
·' 



Sc:ction VIII PENALTY. 
Whoever violates any provision of this chapter or fails to comply with 

1 lawful order issued pursuant thereto shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
\ 2 third degree and fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or 
i mprisoned not more than sixty days or both. Each day during which 
noncomo11ance or a violation continues shall constitute a seperate 6ffense. 
<Ord. 751. Passed 2-21-66.) 

Section IX The Village Fire Chief is hereby desegnated as the Villa ge 
Building I nspector. 

S•~ct j, c•n X This section of the ordinance repeals Ordinance #201. 

Section XI This ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure 
necessary for the health and safety of the inhabitants of the Village of 
Ottoville and shall therefore take ef!ect immediately. 

PASSED fo!Jg_j_?:_j_?_8__7_ __ -:--------

~@d_li_~oh1}~Jk-------
CLERK ATTEST 

·' 


