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CROSS REFERENCES 
Remmoval of dangerous building; notice to 

owner-see Ohio R.C. 715.26 (8) 
Cost of demolition-see Ohio R.C. 715.261 
Building Inspector-·chief of Volunteer Fire 

Department. 

Section I DEFINITION; NUISANCE. . 
As used in this chapter, "unsafe bulldi 'ng" means all buildings 

or structures which are structurally unsafe or not provided with 
adequate egress or constit~te a fi ·re hazard or are otherwise dangerous 
to human life or in relation to existing uses constitute a hazard to 
heal th by reason of inadequte maintenance, dilapidation or 
obsolesc~nce. All unsafe buildings are declared to be public nuisance 
and sh al 1 be abated by repair and rehabi 1 i tat ion or by demol It ion in 
accordance with this chapter. (Ord. 751. Passed 2-21-66.) 

·{. Section II ~~OTICE; SERVICE. ., 
(a) The building Inspector shall ex~mlne or cause to be examined 

every building structure or portion thereo'f reported as or believed to 
be an u n s a f e bu i 1 d i n g • lJ r i t t e n n o t i c e sh a l 1 be g i v e n t o t h e own e r or· 
owners of record, including any purchasers under a recorded land 
contract and occupants of the building i·f they are not the owners. 
Th <? ~·Jr i t t e n n o t i c e sh a l 1 s p e c i f i c a l 1 y s t'a t e t h e d e f e c 't s t h a t c au s e t h e 
building to be unsafe and that the work shal 1 commenc~ within thirty 
days and sha 11 continue un ti 1 either the spec i {i ed repairs or 
improvements are completed or the building, st~ucture or portion 
t h e r e of i s demo 1 i sh e d an d r em o v e d 1 e av i n g t h e . p ·~ em i s e s i n a c l e an , 
s a fe and sanitary condition with such condiition being subject to the 
approval of the Building Inspector. In case~ of emergency which make 
immediate repairs necessary, the Building Inspector may order the 
changes or demolition to be made 11Ji thin a shorter period. The notice 
shal 1 also require the building or porti6n thereof to be vacated by 
its occupants. ' 



( b) Proper service of such .notice sha 11 be by persona 1 service, 
re s i den c e s er v i c e , or by reg I s t ere d ma i 1 ; prov i de d , how e v er , th a t s u ch 
notice shall be deemed to be properly served, If a copy thereof is 
s e n t by r e g i s t e r e d rn a i 1 t o t h e 1 as t k n own add r e s s . I f an y of t h e 
parties cannot be located, or addresses cannot be ascertained, notice 
shall be deemed to be properly served If a copy thereof is placed in a 
conspicuous place in or about the building or structure affected by 
this notice. If such notice is by registered mail, the thirty day 
period within which the owner is reqiured to comply with the order of 
the Building Inspector shal 1 begin as of the date he recieved the 
notice. (Ord. 751. Passed 2-21-66.) 

Section III POSTING OF SIGNS. 
The Building Inspector· shall cause to be posted at each entr·ance 

to a n unsafe building a notice to read: "DO NOT ENTER. UNSAFE TO 
OCCUPY. BUILDING INSPECTOR, VILLAGE OF OTTOVILLE, OHIO". Such noti ce 
shall rem.al n posted unt i 1 therequ ired repairs are made or demolition 
is completed. No person shal 1 remove such notice without permisson of 
the Building Inspector and no person shal 1 enter the bui lding,except 
for the making of the required repairs or for demolition. <Ord. 751. 
Passed 2-21-66.) 

Section IV PERMITS. 
In all ca-ses of construction or repair pusuant to c1rder· c1f the 

Building Inspector, permits covering such work shall be obtained as 
required by this Building Code. <Ord. 751. Passed 2-21-66.) 

Sect ion V DEMOLITION. 
i If the owner or the purchaser under a land contract fails, 
I n e g 1 e c ts or re f u s e s to comp 1 y w i th the not i c e to r e p ~ i r , rehab i 1 i ta t e 

or demolish and remove such bu i 1 ding or structure or part ion thereof, 
such party, shal 1 be subject to the penalty provisions of this 
Building Code ond the Building Inspector shal 1 proceed to have the 
bu i 1 ding or structure or part ion thereof demolished and removed from 
the premises; leaving the premises in a clean, safe and sanitary 
condition and the cost of such work shall be paid by the Village. If 
the Vi 1 lage is not immediately reimbursed ~or such costs, the amount 
thereof shal 1 be certified to the County Treasurer and levied as a 
special assessment against such property on which the building or 
structure is located and shall be collected in the manner provided for 
special assessments. (Ord. 751. Passed 2-21-66.) 

Section VI REPORTS. 
Any person whc1 discovers or who has reason to believe that ther·e 

exists, on the premises, a condi ton which may ~ndanger other propert y 
or l i f e or 1 i m b , and s u c h con d i t i on cannot be ·i mm e d i at e 1 y rem e d i e d so 
as to remove any danger therefrom, shal 1 within twenty-four hours 
after such discovery, report the existence of such dangerous condition 
to the Building Inspector, who shal 1 take steps as may be necessar y to 
protect the pub 1 i c we 1 fare • If the Bu i 1 di n g Inspect or· cannot be 
located, such report shal 1 be made to the Clerk or the assistant 
ClerK. No person who discovers a bui !ding in which a dangerous 
condition exists and who knows or should know of such dangerous 
conditions sha ll fail to make such report to either the Building 



Inspector, Clerk or Assistant Clerk within twenty-four hours after 
such knowledge is obtained or should have been obtained. <Ord. 751. 
Passed 2-21-66.) 

Section VII COMPLIANCE. 
No person shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, 

remove, demolish, convert, equip, use or occupy or maintain any 
building or structure or any portion thereof contrary to or in 
violation of this chapter. 
(Ord. 751. Passed 2-21 66.) 

Section VIII PENALTY. 
Whoever violates any provision of this chapter or fails to comply 

with any lawful order issued pursuant thereto shall be gull ty of a 
misdemeanor of the third degree and fined not more than five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned not more than sixty days or both. 
Ea c h day du r i n g w h I c h n on c om p 1 i an c e or a v i o 1 a t i on c on t i n u e s sh a l l 
constitute a separate offense. (Ord. 751. Passed 2-21-66.) 
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